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Although LGBTQI communities are becoming 
more accepted in Lao society, many individuals 
still experience challenges within their families, 
integrating into society and in the workplace. 

Under the Strengthening Networks and Advocating 
for the Promotion of LGBTQI Rights in Laos (SNAP) 
project, Oxfam is working with Community Health 
and Inclusion Association (CHIAs) and Proud to Be 
Us Laos to advocate for the inclusion of LGBTQI 
communities. Over the past few months, the SNAP 
team coordinated an International Day Against 
Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia (IDAHOT) 
centered roadshow that took place in Luang 
Prabang and Pakse. 

The roadshow event has acted as an engaging 
platform for members of the public, as well as 
government officials, to interact and exchange on 
LGBTQI issues and rights.

Voice #STORYTELLING will be an ongoing event 
that will help to amplify the voices of the most 
marginalized communities in Laos to promote 
inclusion and social development. 

IDAHOT ROAD show !!

voice #storytelling  
On 29 July 2020, the Voice Program in Laos, 
together with the Rural Development Agency (RDA), 
hosted the first-ever Voice #STORYTELLING event! 
The event acted as a platform for three Voice 
rights-holders, Aikeo, Manee, and Olum, to share 
the stories of their life journeys as rights-holders. 

Aikeo, Founder and Director of the Disability Service 
Center, does not let his visual impairment define 
him but uses it as an opportunity to form better 
connections with others. Manee, an ethnic minority 
and member of Sisterhood for Development, 
encourages others to step outside of their 
comfort zone and embrace their uniqueness and 
individuality. Olam, a proud transgender woman 
and Project Coordinator at the Community Health 
and Inclusion Association, uses the challenges 
and struggles she has experienced in life to inspire 
others who are going through struggles of their 
own. 
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Gender and Water 
Governance
On  July 18, 2020, National Fish Day and Lao 
Women’s Union Day was celebrated through a 
joint event. This took place in Sangthong town 
to showcase the important roles of women in 
ecosystem conservation and fishery management. 
The event created opportunities for various 
stakeholders to learn more about the lives, work 
and achievements of Lao women community 
leaders. 

Oxfam is supporting this work through the 
Promoting Gender Equality and Women’s Leadership 
in Water Governance in Lao PDR and the Mekong 
Region project funded by SDC.

Don’t give up on learning. Find 
something that inspires you, 
whether it be the environment, 
resource management or political 
participation. And learn as much as 
you can. - 

Ms. Manivanh Sunyavong, Lao Woman Leader and 
Director, Gender Development Association 

Miss Manivanh, the Director of GDA, and a life-long 
advocate for gender equality and the advancement 
of women shares some inspiring words during an 
interview leading to the event, on her experiences 
as a Lao women leader.

Click to 
watch!

https://youtu.be/OSeUIPNbsjI
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Women in Development - 
GALS

What is the gals hub?

Oxfam has a diverse network of partners. One of our 
partners, the Department of Women in Development 
of Lao Women’s Union, has been promoting 
women’s empowerment in Laos for many years.

On the week of August 17, 2020, representatives 
from Oxfam in Laos, the Department of Women 
in Development, as well as the presidents of the 
Savannakhet  and Saysomboon Province Women’s 
Union, visited the GALS hub and exchanged 
experiences on how to implement GALS (Gender 
Learning System) in Hauyxay district, Borkeo 
Province. The president of Borkeo Province 
Women’s Union and the MeaYing Haujai Phattana 
Association (MHP) hosted the visit.

The meeting was an opportunity for the three 
provincial Women’s Unions to meet and share 
experiences on aspects of the project, such as 
the training of trainers, gender, planning, problem 
analysis for members of the saving for change 
group as well as the use of GALS tools.

The GALS Experience Hub aimed to increase the 
capacity of local community leaders on GALS 
facilitation to be able to roll out gender empowerment 
approaches widely across participating communities 
through knowledge exchange and peer to peer 
learning activities. In addition to this, the project 
also aimed to inspire neighboring communities 
through real-life stories of change achieved through 
the GALS methodology.

The GALS Experience Hub project was 
supported by Oxfam Belgium for the period 1st 
January 2019 to 31 October 2019. 
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From July 25, 2020, to August 10, 2020, Oxfam and 
partners hosted GALS workshops followed by a 
theatrical drama contest on Gender Equality and 
Women and Girls’ Unpaid Care Work that brought 
together seven youth groups who performed their 
work.

The event drew more than 900 participants, 
including representatives from the Lao Women’s 
Union, Lao Federation Trade Union, as well as the 
Department of Labor and Social Welfare--and 
opened up new channels for various stakeholders 
to engage in discussions on cultural norms and 
social safety nets.  

An open online group, administered by Oxfam’s 
Gender and Social Protection team, is currently 
acting as an open-space of members of the public, 
particularly women and informal workers, to seek 
information and share experiences and lessons 
learned. 

Over the last few months, Oxfam has been 
working closely with partners to further drive the 
narrative on Gender Equality and Social Protection 
through ‘Time to Care’, a localized campaign that 
contributes to the regional campaign strategy on 
Maternal Protection. The emphasis this year has 
been on #Storytelling and #PublicEngagement-
-but with a  twist. This year, we have opened the 
stage for the public, particularly youth groups, to 
tell their own stories.

Lao Youths Drive Narrative 
on Gender Equality and 
Social Protection

A Loa news 
agency 
covered the 
event!

Click to 
watch!

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/posts/2697068937249212
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As a next step forward in this initiative,  Green 
Vientiane aim’s to develop a task force composed 
of Lao Ministries, private and public organizations, 
and other relevant stakeholders to propose laws, 
regulations, and actions to tackle single-use 
plastic usage in Laos. 
 
The role of Green Vientiane will be to assess and 
monitor the local situation, research best practices 
implemented in the region, and ultimately share 
information to mobilize the many sectors of the 
community.

On August 28, 2020, Green Vientiane, the Lao 
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(LNCCI), and Oxfam, hosted a Public-private 
partnership event to discuss the current and future 
status of plastics usage in Laos.

Participants included representatives from the 
Lao Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Lao Youth 
Union, Swiss Red Cross in Laos well as other 
development organizations.

LNCCI and Green Vientiane conducted a 
consultation workshop on the effect of single 
use plastic on the environment, sanitation, and 
community health. The workshop also touched 
on waste management, relevant policies, and 
activities that have been coordinated with the 
public and private sectors to promote sustainable 
environmental development.

Public Private Partnership 
on Plastic Usage in Laos 

Mr.Serge Doussantousse, Director, Green Vientiane

A Loa news agency 
covered the event!

Click to 
watch!

http://laos.oxfam.org
https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/posts/2722313648058074

