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Informal workers struggle 
amidst covid-19 lockdown 
As in other parts of the world, Lao authorities initiated a 
nationwide lockdown to limit the movement of citizens. 

Thong, 58, and her friends have faced various pressures 
in making a living. 

‘’We are suffering a lot from the pandemic,’’ she said, 
while her friends who also took part in the interview 
expressed the same feelings.

Before the pandemic and the subsequent lockdown, 
they bought used bottles, paper, and metal items from 
people, businesses, and factories which they resold to 
recycling plants. They made a daily profit of about 50,000 
Kip (USD 5.54).
 
Like for many informal workers under lockdown, strict 
measures meant they were unable to continue their 
work, which has been their only source of income for 
several decades.

‘’Without a job, I could not make any money, so we had to 
eat less,’’  Thong said, as her straightforward response 
to a reporter.
When asked about her future work plans, she said that 
what she wanted the most was to return to work so she 
could earn a living, adding that life under the lockdown 
and Covid-19 placed too much pressure on her.

Laos’ covid-19 
responses 
The Government of Laos has taken 
considerable measures to fight 
against COVID-19. On February 3, 
the National Taskforce Committee 
for COVID-19 Prevention and 
Control was set up to provide 
appropriate responses and 
disseminate information to the 
public. 

On March 29, the Prime Minister 
issued Order No. 06/PM, which 
comprised a series of lockdown 
measures, such as an order for the 
public to remain at home, border 
closures, and prohibitions on the 
increase of prices for food and 
other essential products. These 
measures took effect from March 
30 and  were eased on May 3, 
2020.

Overall, 19 cases have been 
recorded out of the 25,501 people 
tested. On June 9, 2020, the last 
hospital patient was discharged 
from hospital.
 
government measures 
to tackle social and 
economic burdens of 
covid-19

• Reduction of electricity and 
water bills from  April to June, 
2020.

• Extension on tax payments 
for Lao  citizens earning less 
than 5 million KIP (USD 570) per 
month.

• Extension on loan and 
tax payments, as well as  
adjustments of interest and 
principle rates by banks, 
for individuals and small 
businesses.

• Postponed Social Security Fund 
contributions for Lao citizens.

Khaek, an informal worker living in 
Vientiane, shows a reporter one of the 
plastic containers his family used to 
grow vegetables during the lockdown.
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women leaders
in water goverance
The Mekong river is the main livelihood and 
sustenance source for a majority of the 
population that lives in the Mekong region. 
Women, who often play a critical role in the 
usage and management of water and aquatic 
resources, depend on the river for food, 
washing, cleaning as well as other activities 
to support themselves, their families, and 
communities. 

Despite their engagement in water-dependent 
activities, they are often far removed from 
decision-making processes and providing 
consultation on water-related issues.

In early March 2020, representatives from Oxfam 
and CLICK, visited Don Sehong Village, Don Kong 
District, Champassak Province, to interview  two 
women leaders about their roles in sustainable 
livelihood development and water resource 
management.

Kaisone and Atheena  have been key figures in 
supporting their village shift toward sustainable 
agriculture and livestock raising. Kaisone as the 
leader of the Women’s Union, and Atheena as 
a member of the Farmer’s Group. Recently, the 
water level of the river that passes through their 
village has been shallowing, forcing the women 
and their community to adapt their livelihood 
and food sources.

Kaisone Vilayvong, 52, Women’s Union Leader in in Ban 
Sehong, Don Khong district, Champassak province, Lao PDR.

I started from knowing nothing to being 
a role model and female leader in raising 
livestock and ducks in my district.  
Kaisone Vilayvong, Women’s Union Leader, Don Sehong 
VillageChampassak Province, Lao PDR

with or without support from donors, 
I still would like to encourage the 
younger generations to find better and 
more sustainable forms of livelihood 
other than relying on fishing and the 
river as a main source of income.

- Atheena Sengmanivanh, Famer’s Group, Don Sehong 
VillageChampassak Province, Lao PDR

Kaisone is known to her community as an 
outspoken and confident influencer.
“I started from knowing nothing to being a role 
model and female leader in raising livestock and 
ducks in my district,” said Kaisone Vilayvong, 
acknowledging that it took more than a decade of 
engaging in public events and with the media on 
key  community issues, as well as taking part in 
various training projects, to arrive to where she is 
now. 
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On July 4, 2020, Oxfam, Proud to Be Us Laos 
and CHIAs  (formerly LaoPha), proudly hosted 
the first-ever “International Day Against 
Homophobia, Biphobia & Transphobia (IDAHOT/
IDAHOBIT)” 2020 ,in Luang Prabang.

In addition to celebrating IDAHOT/IDAHOBIT 
2020, the event was also a ceremonial 
launch of the Strengthening Networks and 
Advocating for the Promotion of LGBTI Rights 
in Laos (SNAP!) project, a recent joint initiative 
between Oxfam and partners that aims to help 
build a culture of respect for the fundamental 
rights of the LGBTI community in Laos. 

The senior representative of the Ministry 
of Health in Luang Prabang together with 
committee members, as well as members of 
the public, attended the event. 

On June 24, 2020, the Oxfam in Laos team had 
their quarterly Quality Day!
The theme was ‘Working Better Together 
Remotely”, emphasizing the need to adapt how 
Oxfam communicates, builds relationships, and 
manages projects alongside its partners, in a 
time of Covid-19. 

In addition to this, the team also built their 
capacity in using the ‘Most Significant Change’ 
(MSC) methodology, a technique used to 
capture the most significant changes an 
individual, group, or community experiences 
due to a project or activity.

SNAP!
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Unfortunately, lockdown measures restricting group 
meetings resulted in the event cancellation. 
To overcome these obstacles, Oxfam combined 
popular storytelling methods and technology to 
amplify the discussion online, and together with 
TAKSA, a skills training center, produced the ‘Time 
to Care for Unpaid Care Work’ drama.

The drama is a series of two short stories centered 
around a middle-class Lao family and touches on 
cultural norms and perceptions on care work. So far, 
the show has been well-received by the public, with 
the online community, predominantly comprised 
of women and girls, sharing stories of their own 
experiences and perceptions of care work (Take A 
Look). The videos have received more than 830,000 
views from followers on Oxfam’s Facebook page! 

Now that lockdown measures have eased, Oxfam’s 
next step is to move the discussion further. 
By holding a public event and workshop were 
members of the public can use different tools 
such as video to raise awareness on unpaid care 
work within their families and communities. There 
are also opportunities to build online and offline 
based support groups, to which the Gender Action 
Learning System (GALS) and other methodologies 
can be integrated, to empower Lao women and girls 
who provide care work.

The Covid-19 pandemic has had an immense 
impact on how organizations and institutions 
now operate, and the development sector is no 
exception.
 
Due to lockdown measures, organizations such 
as UN Women, Plan International, Save the 
Children, and many others have adapted their 
advocacy and campaigning strategies from the 
physical to the digital. In the time of Covid-19, 
social media and other online communication 
platforms have become a crucial tool to engage 
with audiences and policymakers.
To overcome the obstacles of the pandemic, 
Oxfam and partners are using popular 
storytelling methods and technology to amplify 
discussions on poverty and inequality through 
the digital landscape. 

As part of a global campaign to address 
women’s and girl’s unpaid care work,  Oxfam 
in Laos planned to engage local communities, 
authorities, and the public through an offline 
public speaking and story sharing platform, in 
May 2020.

Take a look

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/videos/942040632878460
https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/videos/942040632878460
https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.in.Laos/videos/942040632878460
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Snap shots

http://laos.oxfam.org

