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THIS ANNUAL REPORT IS ONLINE: Oxfam in the
Philippines is grateful for your partnership and
support. To review the progress you helped us to
make last year in the fight against poverty and
injustice, please find a digital copy of our annual
report at https://philippines.oxfam.org/
For feedback or any concerns about this report,
please reach the overall annual report coordinator via email at infoph@oxfam.org.uk
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Women farmers from Cagayan province who
were affected by Typhoon Mangkhut clear
weeds as part of a cash-for-work initiative
by Oxfam and Citizens’ Disaster Response
Center.
PHOTO BY DENVIE BALIDOY/OXFAM
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The year
in numbers
Sexual AND reproductive
health AND RIGHTS
3,674 people, including women,
men, and young people, participated
in training sessions on sexual and
reproductive health and rights.

752 individuals were trained as
reproductive health educators and led
community learning and counselling
caravans.

163 influencers, including 17
legislators and policy implementers, supported legal reforms that
aim to eliminate child, early and
forced marriage in the Philippines.

2 bills prohibiting the facilitation
of child marriage were filed in the
House of Representatives and the
Senate.

Women’s economic empowerment
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29.9 Million people were reached
by the “I Laba Yu” campaign, which
spotlighted the importance of
shared care work.

11,858 women and girls enjoyed improved access to water
systems and laundry points.

395 women entrepreneurs
accessed risk financing mechanisms and received cash to be
used in times of disasters.

181 women and girls learned livelihood skills and received financial
assistance to diversify their income.

99 minutes was freed up for women to
do other activities of their own choosing, according to women smallholder
farmers who benefitted from time-and
labor-saving equipment like solar lamps
and water containers.

3 local laws were enacted by the
local governments of Tacloban City, and
Salcedo, and Bagumbayan in Eastern
Samar to reduce the unpaid care work
burdens of women and enable men to
play a greater role in family life.

sustainable agriculture

2,963 smallholder farmers learned
techniques on diversified cropping
systems and received organic fertilizers
and fruit tree seedlings.

1,392 individuals
reported an increase in income after
adopting climate adaptive farming
systems.

1,080 organic gardens were set up
by women in various communities in
Mindanao.

financial inclusion

6 million people in disaster-stricken
communities across the Philippines
have access to 1,243 trained merchants providing affordable digital
financial services.

50,489 people, 38 372 of whom are
women, in 425 barangays gained
access to personalized, Shari’a-compliant electronic prepaid cards.

11,583 people, 11,236 of whom are
women, received life insurance and
livelihood assets protection.

life-saving support
iAFFORD

D
iAFFOR

iAFFORD

iAFFORD

88,308 individuals, including 11,627
women, received life-saving food, water, sanitation and hygiene items and
facilities, emergency shelter materials,
multi-purpose cash, and emergency
livelihoods in Northern Luzon, Eastern
Visayas, and Mindanao. They are from
communities affected by Typhoons
Urduja and Mangkhut, the Marawi siege,
and the protracted conflict in Maguindanao.

13,133 families displaced by the
Marawi siege were registered and
provided with digital prepaid iAFFORD
cards to enable access to financial
assistance and services.

1,800 fishing boats were covered by
livelihood asset insurance in 22 barangays in Eastern Samar.
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FOreword
Nash Tysmans is a writer and feminist. She delivered these remarks at “Pagninilay at Pagdiriwang” (Reflections and Celebrations), an event to commemorate Oxfam’s 30 years in the Philippines. It is, for us, and hopefully our partners
too, a most fitting inspiration, challenge, and call to action, as we embark on
the next stage of our journey.
I truly believe that there can be no development work that is not rooted in, and
inspired by, a belief in the inherent and inalienable rights of every human being.
This time is not just a recommitment to an organization. This is also a moment
in which your faith in this work is truly tested and I’m telling you: if you cannot
see the moral underpinnings of your work and the need for you to be faithful to
the recognition and realization of human rights, then get out. Find another job.
Maybe learn to be human?

Nash Tysmans

You empower, you give voice, you allow your communities to aspire for and attain certain freedoms. I give you this observation with full gratitude. You remind
us that our strength as a nation is tied to our acceptance of our diversity —
and that is worth celebrating! That is worth recognizing as something all of you
wonderful people engaged in grassroots work bring to the table.
You have seen, through your work, the true face of the Filipinos. You know their
plight better than any of us; and, so, my generation and I trust that you will do
what is right and when you do, we will be right there with you.
When the scandal broke in the heels of the #MeToo movement, I was anxious
about how that news might negatively affect your work. For the partners in this
room, the moment was probably one of betrayal and deep hurt. How could we
continue to express our solidarity with women’s movements, work for women’s
empowerment, and preach equality when we are complicit to the abuse? And
yet, here you all are, as if to signal a recommitment of your vows. Perhaps not to
Oxfam, the brand, but to the mission, to the ideals, to the values that animate
your desire to fulfill your work.
Look at how your organization and your partnership can withstand this very
public beating. You, the partners of Oxfam, see the brokenness of the organization and yet you choose to be here. You honor your commitments despite the
shortcomings you or the organization might have.
That, to me, is a form of redemption. You make mistakes, but you are not defined
by them.
Once you have overcome the first hurdle of rediscovering right from wrong and
where you stand — I dare you to dream for this country and its people. This moment may not be the right time to celebrate but it is a ripe time to dream.
Magnilay, magdiwang, at higit sa lahat, mangarap! Maraming salamat po.
(Reflect, celebrate and above all - dream! Thank you very much.)
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,
In 2018, Oxfam marked its 30th year in the Philippines. Each day, each year, has been
a privilege. We thank you – our partners, supporters, and donors. You honor Oxfam
with your continued trust as we work together to build a country free from poverty,
where women and men equally and fully enjoy their rights.
Together with our partners, we directly reached a total of 98,953 people in both our
development and humanitarian programs. We partnered with communities, civil society organizations, the private sector, and government units and agencies on a
wide variety of initiatives – from enabling farmers to adapt to climate change, to
strengthening reproductive health services and support, especially in geographically isolated and disadvantaged areas. We advocated for the recognition of women’s unpaid care work and asserted that this should be a shared responsibility with
men. We stood up against gender-based violence and helped empower women with
knowledge about their rights, while engaging men in understanding what equality
truly meant.
We are inspired by our partners who continue to work tirelessly for peace in Mindanao, whether through education campaigns, mobilizing community action, and ensuring that women are fully engaged in the peace process. We are grateful to have been
able to contribute to this process throughout the years.
We continue to uphold our commitments to the Charter for Change, as we ensured
that at least 85% of our humanitarian funding was through local and national responders. Overall, we reached a total of 88,308 individuals in our emergency responses in Northern Luzon, Eastern Visayas and Mindanao, for those recovering
from Typhoons Kai-tak (Urduja) and Mangkhut (Ompong), and communities displaced
by the Marawi siege and the protracted conflict in Maguindanao.
It was a busy year for campaigns and advocacy. We called for the inclusion of land
and food rights in the midterm election agenda, and for the urgent passage of a law
that will level the playing field between smallholder farmers and food industry giants;
and stop a race to the bottom on standards, wages, and rights. We presented a fivepoint feminist agenda that urged both current government leaders and political aspirants to challenge unjust structures that perpetuate discrimination and violence
against women and girls. As part of the Fight Inequality Alliance, we, together with
activists from all over the Philippines, joined the global mobilization to take on the
unjust concentration of wealth and power, ahead of the annual World Economic Forum in Davos.
There is no greater responsibility than to ensure the safety and dignity of the people
we serve. Thus, in addition to internal, institutional work that we need to do to prevent and address sexual harassment, exploitation, and abuse, we also need to strive
to address the unequal power dynamics that leave women vulnerable. This, for us, is
putting women’s rights at the start and the heart of everything that we do.
This report is a salute to the organizations we work with to reach the people in most
need.

Lot Felizco
Country Director
Oxfam Pilipinas
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30 Years of Oxfam
IN THE PHILIPPINES

Oxfam was formally
registered a few
years after the
EDSA revolution.
We mainstreamed
disaster risk
reduction and
management, as
well as gender, in
our development
and humanitarian
programs.

We supported
local organizations to advocate
for agrarian
reform, freedom
from foreign
debt, fair trade,
and pro- poor
policy reforms for
fishers, farmers,
and indigenous
people.

Oxfam and partners
implemented sustainable livelihood
programs, fair trade;
and campaigned for
universal education
access to cheaper
medicines

Oxfam and partners
worked on access
to assets and markets, and access to
essential services,
such as education
and primary health
care for the poorest
sectors.

Together with
our partners,
we launched an
advocacy program
on climate change
adaptation and
finance under Oxfam’s global GROW
campaign for
food and climate
justice.

Oxfam and partners responded to
Typhoon Ketsana
(Ondoy) flooding;
and campaigned
for a fair, ambitious, and legally
binding global climate deal during
the Copenhagen
Summit.

We supported the
establishment
of the Humanitarian Response
Consortium,
composed of five
local organizations in the
Philippines with
complementing
emergency response specializations and strategic operations
in all three major
island groups of
the Philippines.

1988 1990 2000 2001 2008 2009 2010
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2011 2013 2014 2016 2017 2018
2019
2012
2015
Oxfam and partners responded to
Typhoons Washi
(Sendong) and
Bopha (Pablo).
With partners, we
campaigned for
the passage of the
People’s Survival
Fund to enable
local governments
and communities
pursue climate
change adaptation.

Oxfam and partners
responded to super
Typhoon Haiyan
(Yolanda), the biggest humanitarian
response of Oxfam
in the country; the
Bohol earthquake;
and the Zamboanga
siege.

Oxfam and partners
responded to
Typhoon Hagupit
(Ruby) and El Niño.
Oxfam adopted
a new Country
Strategy focused
on Eastern Visayas
and Mindanao, with
three programs:
Economic Justice,
Rights in Crisis, and
Conflict Transformation. We developed and launched
a financial inclusion
initiative working
with the Central
Bank and the financial sector.

Oxfam and women
leaders convened
“Bilin ni Lola”, a
venue for women’s
rights organizations
and gender equality advocates to
develop an agenda
for the incoming
government. Oxfam
and Rappler, a social
news network,
teamed-up for the
#PHVote campaign
to ensure climate
change is recognized as an election
issue and created
an online platform
to raise awareness
on climate change
impacts.

Oxfam and partners responded to
the Marawi Siege
and Typhoons
Tembin (Vinta) and
Kai-tak (Urduja).
We launched our
new Strategic
Partnership Model,
which affirms
our belief that
development can
only be genuinely
and sustainably
achieved by working with a diverse
array of development actors.

Oxfam and partners responded to
Typhoon Mangkhut
(Ompong) and the
protracted conflict in
Maguindanao. Oxfam
added a stand-alone
Gender Justice pillar
to our Country Strategy, and adopted a
feminist influencing
approach to research
and strategy development. We worked
with our partners to
launch a campaign
on unpaid care
work which reached
more than 29 million
people.

PHOTOS BY VJ VILLAFRANCA; OXFAM PILIPINAS; OXFAM PILIPINAS; GENEVIEVE ESTACAAN; OXFAM PILIPINAS; PATRICIA MIRANDA/OXFAM
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We Value
Social Accountability
We are committed to protecting the rights and
ensuring the safety of everyone we work with —
we strive to do what we say and say what we do.
We have been working with partner organizations and
communities in the Philippines for over 30 years by providing life-saving aid, campaigning for rights, and contributing to long-term development towards resilience using a
rights-based approach.
Strengthening social accountability measures and ensuring the safety of communities we work with
Accountability is doing what we said we would do based
on the timeline and budget that we have set out. It covers all aspects of the program and project cycles — from
designing programs and projects; to project implementation; and monitoring, evaluation, and learning (MEAL).
Being socially accountable means that we promote the
culture where various stakeholders — partners, the
people in the communities, program implementers, and
decision-makers — can expect transparency from us
and hold us to account on our commitments.
We made efforts to increase transparency in our programming by introducing systems and processes like
the MEAL dashboard; community scorecards, which assess satisfaction with our manner of service delivery;
and co-developing participatory project evaluation and
documenting learning from the community. We are developing a digital platform where we can communicate
the results of our work and get real time feedback.
We drafted a preliminary social accountability policy, which sets out our aspirations and commitments
to strengthen accountability processes and systems.
Similarly, we developed and piloted a complaint and
feedback system. We conducted several briefings on
the policy and processes on safeguarding and anti-aid
diversion with our partners.
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When the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
came into force in 2018, we reviewed our procedures
on ensuring the consent of individuals for the data they
share. We aligned our revised forms with the Data Privacy Act of 2012, which affirms the Philippine government’s obligation to secure and protect information and
communication systems.
Increasing investments in safeguarding and reinforcing
a culture of zero tolerance towards abuse
We initiated safeguarding measures following Oxfam’s
confederation-wide Safeguarding Action Plan to bring
about necessary changes in our policies, practices, and
culture. We appointed safeguarding focal points who
underwent a series of specialist training on preventing
sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA). Dedicated staff
from human resources and logistics provide necessary assistance and support to the safeguarding focal
points. We conducted gender sensitivity training among
staff and several partners, and deepened our understanding of, and commitment to, our Code of Conduct.
Working with government authorities and our peers to
tackle all forms of abuse
We worked closely with various agencies to ensure that
gender is embedded in our work, including across the
humanitarian response cycle.
We co-chaired the Gender in Humanitarian Assistance
Community of Practice, the members of which are international and local NGOs. We are also an active member
of the Protection against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
(PSEA) Task Force of the Humanitarian Country Team.
We consult with partners on how to best integrate and
strengthen safeguarding mechanisms in our contingency plans for humanitarian emergencies. We also provide
support for community partners in the development of
their own safeguarding policies and referral processes.

Oxfam’s Code of Conduct for Staff and Non-Staff:
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/what-we-do/
about-us/plans-reports-and-policies/code-of-conduct
Oxfam’s Immediate Action Plan on Sexual Misconduct:
https://www.oxfam.org/en/immediate-responseactions-sexual-misconduct
Whistleblowing Hotlines:
Oxfam offers an independent, third party whistleblowing hotline and case management system for use by
anyone connected to our work: this includes people
we work to support, staff, volunteers, partners and
supporters. Anyone using this system can remain
anonymous. This is in addition to our current internal
safeguarding system.

Oxfam Pilipinas’ Humanitarian Lead conducts post-distribution monitoring interviews after a multipurpose cash
distribution for communities in Cagayan province that
were affected by Typhoon Mangkhut.
PHOTO BY DENVIE BALIDOY/OXFAM

1. Dial the following direct access number:
PLDT - Tagalog Operator - 1010-5511-00
Globe, Philcom, Digitel, Smart - 105 - 11
2. At the prompt, dial 844-855-9522
3. For online reports: www.oxfam.ethicspoint.com

Oxfam staff orients community members on feedback mechanisms and provides an accessible feedback box during a relief
distribution exercise that is part of the Forgotten Crisis in Mindanao response in Maguindanao.
PHOTO BY APRIL BULANADI/OXFAM
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We work with partners
We work with organizations who are the best in
what they do across all three major island groups
of the Philippines. We value and draw from their
expertise and knowledge of the problems affecting the communities they serve. We partner
with these organizations, be it on responding to
emergencies or designing cutting-edge technologies that help people address the complex
web of socio-economic and cultural issues that
cause poverty and vulnerability.

Oxfam delivered 85% of our humanitarian funding through subnational and national emergency responders. Ten local humanitarian partners
implemented humanitarian response projects
covering four emergencies — the Marawi Crisis;
Typhoons Kai-tak and Mangkhut; and the Maguindanao conflict — focusing on water, sanitation,
and hygiene; cash transfers; and emergency
shelter and livelihoods. We integrated a gender
and protection lens throughout all phases of the
response.

From left, staff from Cagayan Valley Disaster Response Center and Oxfam conduct hygiene promotion in one of the communities in Cagayan province most affected by Typhoon Mangkhut.
PHOTO BY CAGAYAN VALLEY DISASTER RESPONSE CENTER
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Oxfam Pilipinas partners with business
This article was written by Peter Angelo Perfecto who is
with the PHINMA Corporation, and who also co-chairs the
Country Governance Group of Oxfam Pilipinas. This article
was published in the Philippine Daily Inquirer on September 29, 2018.
For fiscal year 2018-2019 alone, Oxfam is managing some
6 million euros or close to P378 million for 13 major projects and programs across the country, with just a team of
55 committed staff.
A partner-based approach has been key to its growing successes. Steering away from direct implementation, Oxfam
purposively cultivates collaboration, openness, transparency, horizontal learning and mutually beneficial working
relations with national and local organizations, and the
public and private sectors. These partner-based actions
give the organization the opportunity to cover more areas
and, consequently, the ability to reach more communities,
families and individuals with life-saving support.
This approach has been articulated into the Strategic
Partnership Model, and was first applied formally in partner-based emergency response actions during the conflict in Marawi City in May 2017. We work alongside our
partners to reinforce their local expertise like the Initiatives for Dialogue and Empowerment through Alternative Legal Services Inc., United Youth of the Philippines-

Women, Al-Mujadilah Development Foundation, Humanitarian Response Consortium, and Community Organizers
Multiversity. Oxfam implemented partner-based emergency response activities in 48 municipalities and cities in Lanao del Sur, Lanao del Norte, Maguindanao.
A key initiative with the business sector is the iAFFORD
Project, which aims to connect 50,000 poor Filipinos, 60
percent of them women, to affordable digital financial services in Eastern Visayas and Mindanao. It intends to empower families to manage their finances, save money, and
invest in micro-social and business insurance to protect
their assets, livelihoods and small businesses.
Highly scalable, the entire card membership program grew
from 500 in a few barangays to 50,000 covering 100 barangays within a few months. Formerly an Oxfam-branded
card, the iAFFORD has become a digital financial inclusion
project led by Oxfam, in partnership with PayMaya, Visa,
the Australian government and local cooperatives like the
Metro Ormoc Community Multipurpose Cooperative Inc.
At our last Country Governance Group meeting (which I now
fortuitously chair), after being thanked for our presence,
Chris expressed a sentiment I share: that, on the contrary, it
is a privilege to be given the opportunity to work with Oxfam
sa Pilipinas. Indeed, business must build more partnerships
with those focused on economic and social reform, with Oxfam helping build the bridges that will inevitably close the
gaps that divide us, and make inclusive growth attainable.

Cash and livelihoods are the most urgent needs of
internally displaced persons in Marawi. Here, Hassan, a father from Barangay Gadungan, uses his
iAFFORD-PayMaya prepaid card for the first time to
purchase milk and other food for his baby. His family is among the 17,000 recipients of a cash grant
under the Financial Inclusion for the Recovery of
Marawi Project.
PHOTO BY RHODA AVILA/OXFAM
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WHO WE WORKED WITH IN 2018 & 2019
We believe that working through partners is the best way to attain our vision of eradicating poverty
and reducing injustice. The following are key partners with whom Oxfam had active projects for the
Fiscal Year 2018/19.
ANGATPH Angat Pilipinas Coalition for Financial
Literacy
AMDF Al-Mujadilah Development
Foundation, Inc.
ASDSW A Single Drop for Safe Water, Inc.
Bayan Academy Bayan Academy for Social
Enterprise & Human Resource
Development
CSBS Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil
Society
CDP Center for Disaster Preparedness
Foundation, Inc.
CDRC Citizens’ Disaster
Response Center, Inc.
CLRG-UPPAF UP Public Administration
Research and Extension Service
Foundation, Inc. - Center for
Local and Regional Governance
CO Multiversity Community Organizers
Multiversity, Inc.
CRS Catholic Relief Service
DRRNetPhils Disaster Risk Reduction
Network Philippines
FPOP Family Planning Organization
of the Philippines, Inc.
HRC Humanitarian Response Consortium
ICSC Green Renewable Independent
Power Producer (GRIPP), Inc. Institute for Climate and Sustainable
Cities
IDEALS Initiatives for Development and
Empowerment through Alternative
Legal Services, Inc.
JHPIEGO Jhpiego
LILAK Purple Action for Indegenous
Women’s Rights
METRO OCCI Metro Ormoc Community
Multi-Purpose Cooperative
MIDAS Mayon Integrated Development
and Allied Services, Inc.
MINCODE Mindanao Coalition of Development
NGO Network
14

PAYMAYA PayMaya Philippines, Inc.
PBSP Philippine Business for
Social Progress, Inc.
PCP Photojournalist Center of the Philippines
PDRRN People’s Disaster Risk
Reduction Network, Inc.
PINK! Pinay Kilos(Pink!), Inc.
PKKK Pambansang Koalisyon ng
Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, Inc.
PLAN Plan Internationa Philippines
PLCPD Philippine Legislators’ Committee
on Population and Development
Foundation, Inc.
PRRM Philippine Rural Reconstruction
Movement, Inc.
ViFARRD - Visayas State University - College
RCCRDC of Agriculture (ViSCA) Foundation for
Agricultural and Rural Development,
Inc. - Regional Climate Change
Research and Development Center
RDISK INC. Rural Development Institute of
Sultan Kudarat, Inc.
R1 Rice Watch and Action Network, Inc.
SIKAP Sibog Katawhan Alang sa
Paglambo, Inc.
SIKAT Sentro para sa Ikauunlad ng
Katutubong Agham at
Teknolohiya, Inc.
SIM-CARRD SIAD Initiatives in Mindanao
Convergence for Asset Reform
and Regional Development, Inc.
TARBILANG Tarbilang Foundation, Inc
Visayas State College of Agriculture Foundation for
University Agricultural and Rural Development, Inc.
- Regional Climate Change Research
and Development Center
UNYPHIL- United Youth of the
WOMEN Philippines-Women, Inc.
WAGI Women and Gender Institute Miriam College
WE ACT 1325 / Women Engaged in Action on
GZOPI 1325 – Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace
Institute, Inc. (secretariat)

GENDER JUSTICE
Our Gender Justice program seeks to transform
power relations, structures, norms, and values
towards ending poverty and inequality in the
Philippines. We believe that addressing these
imbalances enables lasting change for a more
gender fair, inclusive, and just society.
Redistributing Unpaid Care and Domestic Work
The Women’s Economic Empowerment and Care (WE-Care)
is a three-year project that aims to recognize the importance of unpaid care and domestic work. Launched in
2017, WE-Care was implemented by our local partners in
Central Mindanao and Eastern Visayas. We provided improved access to water to reduce the burden of arduous
tasks on women. We engaged local champions to model a
more equal division of care work.
We provided policy and technical support to local governments in Tacloban City, and Salcedo and Bagumbayan
towns in Eastern Samar, all of which enacted three landmark pieces of legislation on unpaid care. These laws
explicitly specify that a percentage of the annual local
government budget shall be allocated to address unpaid care issues, and will help improve women’s access
to care-supporting infrastructure and services, including
safe water systems and childcare centers.

I LABA YU

I Laba Yu is Oxfam Pilipinas’ most successful digital campaign to
date. It reached more than 29.9 million people across all media
platforms in less than two months since its launch in February
2019. The campaign plays on the words “love” and “laba”, which
means to wash clothes in Tagalog. The campaign video challenges traditional gendered caring roles by encouraging men
to proactively share household responsibilities with women,
such as doing the laundry, and to recognize the importance of
women’s rights and empowerment – which begins at home. The
campaign spurred a wider conversation on care work and on a
proposed national law that aims to recognize the contributions
of women in unpaid care work. PHOTO BY OXFAM PILIPINAS
WATCH THE VIDEO: http://bit.ly/ilabayuph

SPARK TALK, IGNITE CHANGE! FEMINIST INTERCHANGE
Oxfam partnered with the Women and Gender Institute
of Miriam College to organize Spark Talk, Ignite Change!,
an inter-movement and inter-generational feminist interchange with the goal of strengthening feminisms as
forms of resistance to authoritarian and sexist leadership, towards establishing feminist practices as the
cultural norm in Philippine society. The two-day event
brought together activists, academics, students, and
civil society representatives, including women’s organizations, human rights groups, LGBTIQ+ organizations, and
faith-based groups.
PHOTO BY PATRICIA MIRANDA/OXFAM
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Hamida Menor is a member of the Lanao del Sur-based women’s organization Al-Mujadilah Development Foundation, Oxfam’s partner in improving sexual and reproductive health
services in Lanao del Sur. Hamida works with health care
workers, midwives, and nurses from goverment rural health
units (RHU) to ensure women and girls access critical reproductive health services in the region.
PHOTO BY OXFAM PILIPINAS
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Ending Gender-Based Violence
The Creating Spaces to Take Action on Violence against
Women and Girls (Creating Spaces) project aims to reduce
the prevalence of violence against women and girls rooting from the practice of child, early and forced marriage.
In some places, traditional customs still dictate that marriage is not a woman’s choice. This five-year project helps
build the skills and confidence of women leaders to challenge norms and beliefs, and work towards change in policy and practices. Following consultations and legislative
advocacy, House Bill 8440, or the Act Protecting Children
by Prohibiting and Declaring Child Marriage as Illegal and
Providing Programs and Penalties, was filed in the House
of Representatives.
181 women and girls progressed towards greater economic opportunities through skills and livelihoods training in
partnership with the Technical Education and Skills Development Agency. Skills training included dress and bag
making, pastry making, and weaving. 92 participants received capital inputs to support their economic enterprises. As a result of working closely with the Department of
Social Welfare and Development, the agency provided 22
additional women with initial capital investments. Further,
several local governments in Maguindanao committed to
provide a market center where women can display and sell
their products.

Noranisah (in photo) was only 14 years old when she got
married. Her first child died in her womb. At 21, she has
three kids and, here, is pregnant with her fourth child. “I
was pregnant with my third child when the Marawi crisis
happened. We had no money. We had nowhere to go. I gave
birth in an evacuation center,” she said.
Child marriage is one of the issues Oxfam is addressing in
Mindanao through the Creating Spaces project. Data from
the 2017 National Demographic and Health Survey showed
that 9.7 million girls aged 10 to 19 in the Philippines will
most likely be mothers by age 19.
PHOTO BY APRIL BULANADI/OXFAM

Tanumbay, 20, from Maguindanao, got married at
age 10 to a man 20 years older. She is one of the
many girls in the Philippines who are forced to marry
early because of poverty and cultural practices. She
was forced to marry at a young age to fulfill her sick
father’s wish. “I didn’t want to marry, but I had no
choice. It was my father’s wish before he died,” she
said.
Tanumbay never had the opportunity to attend school
because of poverty. She was 12 years old when she
gave birth to her eldest son. Now, Tanumbay is 20
years old and has five children. Here, she holds her
youngest child, who is now six months old. “I want
my children to have a better life. I always tell them
not to marry early like me,” she said.
PHOTO BY APRIL BULANADI/OXFAM
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Sexual Health and Empowerment
The Sexual Health Empowerment (SHE) project seeks to
empower women and girls to secure their sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and aims to improve
the lives of 85,000 women, men, girls, and boys in six disadvantaged and conflict-affected regions of the Philippines. This five-year project, funded by the Global Affairs
Canada, builds the capacity of women’s rights organizations and networks of people’s organizations to strengthen collective efforts to address barriers to gender equality, including ending sexual and gender-based violence,
increasing access to SRHR information and services, and
eliminating discriminatory socio-cultural practices that
prevent women and girls from exercising their sexual and
reproductive health and rights.
The project was launched in October 2018. Subsequently, consultations were held to increase awareness of the
SHE project and ensure community participation. Local officials committed to assign counterparts to support SHE
activities and encouraged partners to propose activities
and engage in Gender and Development (GAD) local budgeting processes.
LEARN MORE: http://bit.ly/sheprojectlearnmore

SAY ENOUGH!
We joined several activities of Oxfam’s global campaign, Enough,
which aims to end violence against women and girls. Oxfam
Pilipinas attended the first regional convening in Asia which
brought together 10 Oxfam gender justice staff and 20 feminist
activists and campaigners from 15 countries across the region,
including YouWin and Women’s Legal Bureau from the Philippines. We also launched digital campaigns on the International
Day of the Girl, 16 Days of Activism, International Youth Day, and
National Women’s Month, which spotlighted the stories of women and girls from the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. Our social media experiment filmed at the Quezon
City Memorial Circle, which aimed to debunk harmful stereotypes
about women and girls, reached more than 13,500 views on social media. PHOTO BY OXFAM PILIPINAS
WATCH THE VIDEO: http://bit.ly/socialexperiment0319

#HERVOTE MATTERS!

PLCPD’S ICHANGE CONCERT ON ENDING VAWG

#HerVote matters! was launched to celebrate National Women’s Month in the Philippines. Oxfam and partners came together
to urge political candidates in the national and local midterm
elections to champion solutions to the pressing issues faced
by women. These issues, which tend to be historically excluded from platform agendas, include protection of sexual and
reproductive health and rights, prevention of gender-based
violence, redistribution of unpaid care work burdens, and support for women smallholder farmers. We presented a five-point
feminist agenda during the photo exhibit co-organized with the
Photojournalists Center of the Philippines that featured stories
of women from the communities we work with. PHOTO BY OXFAM

The iChange: Vote against VAWG was a voters’ education series
and concert tour launched by the Philippine Legislators’ Committee on Population and Development (PLCPD) to urge 2019 midterm election candidates to champion the rights of women and
girls. The concert showcased progressive artists — Tapati, Ja
Quintana, Rom Dongeto, Kokoi Baldo, Jug Honeyluv, and Skarlet
Brown — who shared their talents and utilized the power of music
to create a dialogue about different gender and social issues.
PLCPD also produced a music video for the campaign’s official
theme song entitled “Ngayon ang Simula”, written and composed
by PLCPD’s executive director, Rom Dongeto. PHOTO BY PLCPD

PILIPINAS

WATCH THE MUSIC VIDEO: http://bit.ly/ngayonangsimula

WATCH THE VIDEO: http://bit.ly/hervotematters
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CONFLICT
TRANSFORMATION
Our Conflict Transformation program seeks to
end conflict and promote peace in the Bangsamoro by transforming ideas, beliefs and institutions.

In July 2018, the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) was signed
into law by the President of the Philippines. Oxfam’s cumulative work through the years in supporting the peace
process in Mindanao and the smooth transition towards
the creation of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region contributed to this milestone.
Long before the passage of the law, we worked with lawmakers, women’s groups, and young people within the
Bangsamoro to enable peace and address inequalities,
discrimination, and violence in affected communities.
We worked with partners to build women’s leadership in
conflict resolution and peace-building, influence public
health providers to improve the quality of and access to
sexual and reproductive health services in the region, and
ensure essential services for gender equity are resourced.
We fostered good governance by supporting civil society
in their engagement in the transition and development
process, and created spaces for dialogue on the drivers
of conflict.

Women’s Participation in the Bangsamoro
Political Process
Through the Women’s Empowerment for Leadership in Development and Peace in the Bangsamoro (WELD Peace)
project, Oxfam Pilipinas partnered with with four civil society organizations in six provinces in the newly reconstituted Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) — Lanao del Sur, North Cotabato, Maguindanao,
Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-tawi. We supported community
consultations to consolidate a women’s agenda and
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encourage meaningful women’s engagement in the peace
process.

At the national level, WELD Peace’s partner network, WEACT 1325, organized campaigns, policy discussions, and
advocacy workshops with decision-makers and women
leaders to strengthen the existing multi-sectoral constituency around the BOL and Bangsamoro Transition Commission.
Through this, WELD Peace directly contributes to the Australian Partnership for Peace program goal of promoting
long-term stability and development in conflict-affected
areas of Muslim Mindanao.

Building Community Cohesion and Resilience
The Improving the Availability of Reproductive Health
Services in the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao
(ARCHES) project aims to enhance the capacity of health
service providers to promote and deliver sexual and reproductive health services across the five provinces of
BARMM, increase the capacities of women and young
people and their communities to develop, manage, and
sustain their own sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
actions in collaboration with other support networks; and
address reproductive health needs and rights in local and
development policies, strategies and plans.
As part of the support to the capacity building of health
service providers, a total of 101 medical professionals
were trained on priority topics, which include family planning, interpersonal communication and counselling (IPCC);
and essential intrapartum newborn care. At the community level, 196 barangay health workers were trained on IPCC
to improve their skills in delivering SRH information to raise
awareness and strengthen campaigning in schools and
communities.

BARRM Women Thriving:

Women Take the Lead in Peacebuilding
Empowering women in conflict and fragile settings can
help transform vicious cycles of violence into more inclusive and stable communities. In a society where women’s
agencies are fully realized and women can fully participate in peacebuilding and development processes, peace
and stability ensue. It offers unique opportunities to further push for women’s rights in different levels of governance processes.
From 2014, at the crucial moment after the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) was signed,
Oxfam and our partners have been working on building
the capacity of women to take on leadership roles in the
peace process. Our work with WEAct 1325, a network of
individuals and women’s and peace groups, is geared toward supporting the peace process since the adoption of
the National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security in
2010.
Since then, we have ensured that women and girls are at
the forefront of active and meaningful participation in the
peace process. Together with our partners, we have also
worked on securing that key pieces of resolutions resulting from negotiations would include specific provisions
supporting women’s rights and empowerment.
In July 2018, Republic Act 11054, or the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL), was signed into law by the President of
the Philippines. It was the result of decades of peace talks
that culminated in a comprehensive agreement between
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the Philippine
government in 2014.

Together with our partners, we have been supporting the
peace process in Mindanao and the smooth transition towards the creation of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region.
In early 2019, efforts were directed at training poll watchers from women’s organizations to gain skills in ensuring
a peaceful and fair plebiscite, realizing that the plebiscite
was an avenue for women to actively engage. It was in this
context that WEAct 1325 partnered with the Bangsamoro
Free Election Movement in conducting a province-wide
poll watchers’ training in Lanao del Sur. During the training, participants learned about the plebiscite process
and what their roles were on voting day. In that plebiscite,
1,540,017 voters ratified the BOL.
We also helped build the leadership capacities of Bangsamoro women to prepare them for the transition process
toward the formal establishment of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 2022. In 2018, various women’s groups
consolidated a Bangsamoro Women’s Agenda which were
crafted through community consultation. The agenda was
then presented to some members of the newly-established Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) and other
key decision-makers. This agenda included women’s participation in the BTA, possibly creating a women’s political
party, and women leaders running for office in 2022.
These efforts aim to help ensure that Bangsamoro women are capable of navigating the changing socio-political
context in the Bangsamoro — a new era that will usher
in more gender-sensitive and gender-responsive governance in the region.
PHOTO BY OXFAM PILIPINAS
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humanitarian
responSe
Our Rights in Crisis program works towards improving the country’s resiliency and saving lives
by investing in mechanisms that reduce the
risks and impact of disasters, enabling quick
response, and prioritizing assistance for the
most vulnerable.

We worked to ensure that commitments to international
humanitarian standards are strengthened, are gender-responsive, and that inclusive risk reduction policies and
programs are implemented. We contributed to efforts towards strengthening the leadership of local actors in local
humanitarian action by supporting 10 local humanitarian
partners to deliver effective humanitarian response. Together, we delivered life-saving food, water, sanitation
and hygiene items and facilities, emergency shelter materials, multi-purpose cash and emergency livelihood to
20,077 families or 88,308 individuals in Northern Luzon,
Eastern Visayas, and Mindanao.

The Forgotten Crisis in Mindanao

Oxfam and our partners provided assistance in the form of
food, water and sanitation facilities, shelter, and protection support.

Typhoon Mangkhut Response
When Typhoon Mangkhut (Ompong) hit the northern part of
the Philippines, over three million people were displaced
in Regions I, II, III, Cordillera Administrative Region, and the
National Capital Region. The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council estimated the direct damage to infrastructure and agriculture at 33.6 billion pesos
(around US$623 million).
Oxfam, the Citizens’ Disaster Response Center, and the Humanitarian Response Consortium sent rapid assessment
teams to Cagayan three days before the typhoon made
landfall to provide on-site situational updates. Washed out
bridges and overflooding rivers in Cagayan made isolated
communities of indigenous people in mountainous areas
even harder to reach. We conducted needs assessments
and provided initial response by providing clean water and
shelter materials to families in northern coastal areas and
towns along the Cagayan River. Oxfam and our partners
reached a total of 33,515 people, including 17,203 women
and girls, with multipurpose cash assistance.

The decades-long conflict in Mindanao has given rise to
a protracted, low-intensity humanitarian emergency. Lack
of local and international attention and support, despite
extremely high humanitarian needs of the affected vulnerable populations, led to its classification as a “forgotten
crisis.” The region is at constant risk of cycles of displacements due to conflict between the government and armed
groups, including violent extremists, communist rebels,
criminal gangs and bandits; and feuds between clans
(rido).

4,476 internally displaced people (IDP) in the province of
Maguindanao were provided with legal counsel, referrals,
and documentation through the conduct of legal missions
in communities and schools within several barangays in
the municipalities of Mamasapano, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, and Datu Saudi Ampatuan.

As part of a consortium of local and international organizations composed of CARE, ACCORD, Kalimudan Foundation, Community Organizers Multiversity, UnYPhil-Women,
IDEALS, and Oxfam Pilipinas, we implemented the Comprehensive and Integrated Response to the Forgotten Crisis
in Mindanao.

Access to legal services enabled 731 IDPs to secure their
birth certificates in barangays Dabenayan, Liab, Tuka, Libutan, and Tukanalipao in Mamasapano town; as well as in
barangays East Libutan, Pusao, Kabalukanen Elementary
School, Dasawao, and Pikeg in Shariff Saydona Mustapha
town; and barangay Elian in Datu Saudi Ampatuan town.
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Magdalena, 27, from Cagayan province, relied solely on farming as a source of income for her family. When Typhoon Mangkhut
ravaged their farmland, she and her husband were left with no other choice but to sell fern leaves in exchange for rice and
basic seasoning, like salt and sugar, just to put food on the table. Magdalena and her family of four are among the 500 families
that received a multipurpose cash grant to meet immediate needs, including a month’s supply of nutritious food.
“I was able to buy food for my family, especially for my two girls, with the money I received. This will do until the time comes to
plant again. We look forward to the next harvest season,” Magdalena said.
PHOTO BY DENVIE BALIDOY/OXFAM
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CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION
AND DISASTER
RISK REDUCTION
The Philippines is among the countries most
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.
Climate change is also exacerbating the country’s already high exposure to hazards. Oxfam
Pilipinas partnered with organizations and communities on climate change adaptation initiatives, notably in agriculture, as well as in disaster risk reduction and preparedness.
Resilient Agriculture
The two-year Empowering Poor Women and Men in Building Resilient and Adaptive Communities in Mindanao (EMBRACE) project, which ended in March 2019, utilized a
landscape approach by focusing on project areas within
the Daguma Mountain Range and Libungan River System
covering 65 barangays in ten municipalities in the three
provinces of North Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, and Maguindanao. Through the project, farmers learned climate
adaptive farming systems and adopted sustainable agricultural practices.
The project reached a total of 1,750 small-scale farmers,
79% of whom are women, and supported 35 communities through farmer field schools and livelihood initiatives. 640 women diversified their incomes by engaging
in gardening, food processing, and livestock-raising.
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The project enabled smallholder farmers to enhance their
knowledge, and, thus, increase their decision-making
power in crop and seed selection, land preparation, buying farm inputs, fertilizer and pesticide application, harvesting, and marketing their organic products.

Building Community Preparedness
The Adaptive Livelihoods and Emergency Readiness and
Timely Response of Communities (ALERT) project builds on
Oxfam’s response to Typhoon Haiyan in Eastern Samar, in
cash programming and market-based interventions; public and private sector engagement; financial inclusion;
risk transfer, market-based solutions to water, sanitation, and hygiene; and social accountability.
Oxfam’s partner Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement worked with the Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation, an attached agency of the Department of Agriculture
and the implementing agency of the government’s agricultural insurance program, to insure 1,800 fishing boats
in 22 barangays in Eastern Samar. This ensures the protection of livelihoods of fisherfolk during times of disaster; and increase their engagement with relevant private
and public sector actors which, in turn, improves access
to services that will contribute to better resource management.

Supporting Communities Through Weather
Forecasting and Digital Finance
The Building Resilient, Adaptive, and Disaster Ready Communities (Be READY) project, which combines international parametrics with local data to forecast extreme weather events, was developed by a consortium of civil society
organizations and private sector companies, with financial support from the Dutch Relief Alliance. The project
incorporates technological input and financial services
from private providers like Visa Worldwide, PayMaya Philippines, and Climbes Insurance Cooperative; while Global
Parametrics provides geographic weather data.
The project aims to reach 2,000 families in Eastern Samar,
where typhoons are an annual occurrence. The potential
impact of the project is significant as this innovative approach will provide a cost-effective way to support local
communities in need and link families to financial systems, thereby promoting financial inclusion.

Policy Advocacy for Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management
Following the series of activities conducted related to the
filing of revisions to the Philippine Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Act of 2010, Oxfam Pilipinas worked
with its partners, DRRNet Philippines and the Center for
Disaster Preparedness, to build on the law’s gains by
continuing the engagements with the legislative sector
and build the capacity of member organizations in policy
advocacy and lobbying. Through the Strengthening Institutional Mechanisms for DRRM through Policy Advocacy
(SIM-DRRM) project, Oxfam Pilipinas provided its partners
legal and technical support to co-develop a four-point
policy position, focusing on local leadership and adherence to treaties and international agreements on the environment, which contributed to the drafting of position
papers filed in Congress by climate change and disaster
risk reduction networks.

FIVE YEARS AFTER TYPHOON HAIYAN
Super Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) was the strongest tropical
cyclone to ever make landfall, and the deadliest typhoon
in the history of the Philippines. It left approximately four
million people homeless in 2013. An estimated 14,433 families were displaced in Tacloban alone. Oxfam and partners
provided support throughout all stages of the emergency response. Five years hence, we continue to work with
survivors, local governments, and communities in Eastern
Visayas. In November 2018, we brought environment advocate and celebrity influencer Antoinette Taus to a resettlement site for Haiyan survivors in Tacloban City and to
a Disaster Risk Reduction Summit in Quinapondan, Eastern Samar. Leveraging her social media influence, Antoinette shared survivors’ stories of resilience to raise public
awareness on issues that affected communities continue
to face five years on.
PHOTO BY APRIL BULANADI/OXFAM

ANG TATAY KONG LODI
Local partner SIM-CARRD, together with Oxfam Pilipinas
and the local government of Libungan in North Cotabato,
organized a competitive cooking contest called Ang Lodi
Kong Tatay sa Gawaing Bahay (My Father is My Household
Work Hero) that aimed to increase active participation of
fathers in unpaid care work, reduce the care responsibilities disproportionately borne by women, and change attitudes towards traditional gender roles at the household
level. The event featured the culinary skills of men “care
champions” from four communities in Libungan, using organic products.
LEARN MORE: https://oxf.am/2HuFraD

Nora Fe Afone, 56, has lived in Alamada, North Cotabato all her life. She hails from a family of farmers and has an agriculture
degree under her belt. Nora Fe is a strong proponent of climate adaptive farming, which she learned by attending classes at
a farmer field school organized by Oxfam’s partner SIM-CARRD.
“When it comes to fertilizers, I learned that organic is best. I have also witnessed how synthetic farming methods commonly
practiced in my community can cause soil erosion,” she said.
Nora Fe actively lobbied for a local law that enabled second-party organic certification through a participatory guarantee
system (PGS), which small-scale farmers and producers find more affordable. Her efforts bore fruit and, eventually, she became the very first PGS-certified woman farmer, alongside two other farmers, in North Cotabato.
“I hope to run my very own learning center in the future so I can teach other farmers organic agriculture techniques, especially those who visit my farm,” Nora Fe said.
PHOTO BY DENVIE BALIDOY/OXFAM
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ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT
Our Economic Justice Program aims to contribute to reducing inequality, through effective
policy implementation and promotion of practices that favor the economic empowerment of
poor and vulnerable people.

At least 1,000 farmers from Cagayan province affected
by Typhoon Mangkhut (Ompong) benefited from the electronic Know Your Customer (eKYC) product using software
company LenddoEFL’s digital verification and psychometric assessment tools to register unbanked and unserved
people.

Digital Financial Inclusion

At the regional level, Oxfam Pilipinas led the Accelerating
Access of South East Asia to Financial Inclusion (AASEAfiN)
project to advance financial inclusion in South East Asia,
particularly in the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, and
Cambodia. AASEAfiN was one of the top three innovative
projects chosen from the Oxfam confederation-wide Impact@Scale Accelerator, an eight month competitive program designed to scale up some of the most innovative and
promising poverty reduction initiatives in the Asia region.

In the Philippines, seven out of 10 people do not have
access to banks and other formal financial institutions.
Some 68% of Filipinos also choose to keep their money at
home, a far from safe way. Oxfam and our partners seek
to address this vulnerability through a digital financial inclusion program, which is characterized by increased access to affordable and integrated financial services that
respond to social welfare needs, savings, and livelihoods
expansion.
Part of this program includes building a digital financial
platform for easy access to financial services and education at the household level or through self-help community-savings groups. It also provides access to financial
products, like halal micro-savings account and micro-insurance for Muslim women and men. The Inclusive and
Affordable Financial Facilities for Resilient and Developed Filipinos (iAFFORD) project, in partnership with VISA
and PayMaya Philippines, supported six million people in
the Philippines access digital financial services to disaster-stricken communities across the Philippines.
Under the Financial Inclusion for the Recovery of Marawi
(FIRM) project, Oxfam and our partners supported a total
of 17,000 families affected by the Marawi crisis, including
11,200 families, who received cash grants that were safely and quickly disbursed through Shari’a-compliant electronic prepaid cards. The FIRM project was jointly implemented by Oxfam Pilipinas, IDEALS, PDRRN, AMDF, PayMaya
Philippines, and Smart Padala.

THE SILVER ANVIl AWARD
The iAFFORD project, through its partner PayMaya Philippines, received a Silver Anvil at the 54th Anvil Awards.
Considered the most prestigious award in Philippine public relations, the Anvil represents industry-wide recognition of the project’s innovative approaches, tools, and
successes in improving disaster preparedness and recovery of the poor and most vulnerable communities through
financial inclusion.
PHOTO BY VOYAGER INNOVATIONS/PAYMAYA

Responsible Business Practices in Agriculture
The Gender Transformative and Responsible Business
Practices in Agriculture in SouthEast Asia Phase I (GRAISEA)
is a three-year regional project that aims to overcome barriers to development through responsible, gender transformative value chains and private sector investments. In
the Philippines, GRAISEA focused on the plight of smallholder banana farmers trapped in unfair legal contracts,
referred to as agribusiness venture agreements (AVAs),
with multinational companies and large traders.
Oxfam’s partner, IDEALS, directly supported 1,372 banana farmers, 15% of whom are women, by conducting legal clinics and financial management seminars in
Compostela Valley and engaged in national influencing
on the passage of a bill governing AVAs. Efforts bore fruit
as House Bill 9060, which aims to level the contractual
playing field between agrarian reform beneficiaries and
private investors by ensuring that farmers shall always

remain in control over their lands, was recommended to
the Rules Committee for plenary action in February 2019.
Oxfam Pilipinas and IDEALS provided case studies on the
plight of banana farmers in Compostela Valley, which were
featured in Oxfam’s global Behind the Barcodes campaign
and report Ripe for Change, launched in June 2018, urging
supermarkets and governments to do their part in ending
unjust conditions in the food supply chain. Local and international press coverage on the global report, a mass
mobilization in Manila on World Food Day, and sustained
online activism sparked discussions about exploitative
practices in the Philippine banana export industry. Regional news network Channel News Asia produced a series of investigative articles and videos on the Philippine
banana export industry which featured an interview from
IDEALS. A video from the For Food’s Sake! series outlining
the inhumane working conditions of banana farmers in
Compostela reached more than 1.9 million views and more
than 20,000 shares in a popular social media platform.
LEARN MORE: http://po.st/6VcK2z

FIGHT INEQUALITY ALLIANCE PHILIPPINES
Oxfam Pilipinas joined the global week of action against inequality where various groups – social movements, trade
unions, and civil society organizations – united under the
Fight Inequality Alliance for the World Economic Forum in
Davos in January 2019. The Philippine alliance is part of a
larger movement of citizens from across the world taking
on the growing crisis of rising inequality.
Campaigners and activists gathered for a protest concert in Barangay 655 in Intramuros, Manila. The area was
chosen because it highlights the existence of pockets
of urban poor communities despite its proximity to powerful government agencies and the business district. Alliance members include Oxfam, Asian Peoples’ Movement
on Debt and Development, Asia-Europe Peoples’ Forum
(AEPF), Philippine Movement for Climate Justice, Greenpeace Southeast Asia, Freedom from Debt Coalition, Focus
on the Global South, Dignidad Coalition, Bukluran ng Manggagawang Pilipino, SANLAKAS, Partido Lakas ng Masa, and
Samahan ng Progresibong Kabataan.
PHOTO BY JILSON TIU/GREENPEACE
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WORLD FOOD DAY: #VOTE4FOODSECURITY
On World Food Day in 2018, Oxfam together with IDEALS, KAISAHAN, Campaign for Land Use Policy Now!, Asian NGO Coalition, National Rural Women Coalition, and 11 food justice and land rights advocacy organizations marched to the Commission on Elections headquarters in Manila to urge politicians and voters to ensure that basic issues that affect the poor, like food security,
are included in campaign platforms and voting decisions during the 2019 midterm elections. The urgent enactment of the AVA
reform bill was among the policy asks. The mobilization coincided with the penultimate day for filing certificates of candidacy.
PHOTO BY MARK VINCENT ARANAS/OXFAM
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HOW WE MAXIMIZED RESOURCES
Oxfam Pilipinas is accountable to the donors, partners, and communities we work with. We seek to maximize the support we receive to ensure lasting impacts of our program.
We received a total of GBP 4,098,213, or around PhP
266,300,000 during our 2019 fiscal year, defined as the
period from April 2018 to March 2019. Of this amount, the
biggest allocation (45%) was for the Rights in Crisis program, where our humanitarian and emergency responses
are lodged. This is followed by our Conflict Transformation
Program (28%), which consists of projects that aims to
contribute to the overall development of Mindanao. Seven
percent, or a total of GBP 313,140, is categorized as management and administrative costs.
OXFAM PROGRAMS

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS

Conflict Transformation

1,132,114.00

Economic Justice

737,344.00

Gender Justice

391,118.00

Rights-In-Crisis

1,837,637.00

GRAND TOTAL

4,098,213.00

*

*Gender Justice reflects a low allocation because gender
justice work is embedded across all three programs. Toward the end of the fiscal year, however, we set up a
stand-alone Gender Justice program to reflect its value and centrality. Further allocations were made in the
succeeding fiscal year.
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Global Affairs Canada

Oxfam America

Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies

Oxfam Australia

Royal Bank of Scotland

Oxfam Canada

The Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund

Oxfam Great Britain

Unilever

Oxfam Ireland

United Nations Development Programme

Oxfam Netherlands

Visa Worldwide Pte Ltd

Rosario Agabon, 56, has been working in a plantation
over the last three years de-leafing bananas. Banana
de-leafing, which reduces premature fruit ripening and
increases the efficiency of fungicides, is one the very
limited tasks that women are permitted to do in banana
plantations because it is perceived to not require too
much physical strength. Gender division of labor is still
evident in agricultural communities, such as Compostela
Valley.
IDEALS, with the support of Oxfam, is pushing for reforms
in the agribusiness sector by setting up legal clinics,
gender and development training, and financial management seminars for farmers like Rosario to learn about
their rights, as well as to enable their greater participation in democratic processes.
PHOTO BY LARRY MONSERATE PIOJO
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https://philippines.oxfam.org

Oxfam is an international confederation of 19 organizations working together with partners
and local communities in more than 90 countries. One person in three in the world lives in poverty.
Oxfam is determined to change that world by mobilizing the power of people against poverty.

